
  

 

 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
3RD

 ACADEMIC CONFERENCE ON SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
JULY 12-13, 2012 

 

CONFERENCE THEME: SUSTAINABILITY: ISSUES AND STRATEGIES 
 
The Center for Leadership and Social Responsibility at the Milgard School of Business, University of 
Washington Tacoma is pleased to announce its third annual research conference to be held July 12-13, 2012 in 
Tacoma, Washington, USA.  This conference has attracted leading academics from more than ten countries. 
 
The growing body of research on sustainability raises new questions for scholars that span across disciplines.  
Much has been learned, yet our knowledge is fragmented by an array of definitions, theories, approaches and 
conclusions that remain unconnected.  This conference aims to broaden and advance the discourse on 
sustainability connecting scholars with diverse backgrounds and approaches.   
 
Sustainability describes an organization’s capacity for long term survival in a web of economic, social, and 
environmental systems.  Many businesses have embraced sustainability initiatives or incorporated 
sustainability into their social responsibility or citizenship efforts.  As global events remind us of the fragility of 
both natural and man-made systems, new insights are needed into the processes and efficacy of sustainability 
efforts by business.   

 How do businesses recognize and respond to sustainability issues? What happens when they fail to 
recognize sustainability issues? 

 How do they influence or partner with stakeholders such as customers, employees, suppliers, activists, 
governments, etc. around sustainability? 

 What results have businesses achieved and how are they measured and communicated? 

 What effects do sustainability efforts have on businesses and on their relationships with investors, 
regulators, customers, business partners and employees? 

 
We invite submissions of full papers and research briefs that address these and related questions.  Scholars 
from disciplines including accounting, finance, economics, management, marketing and related fields are 
invited to share their research perspectives and results.  We also encourage doctoral students to submit their 
research for this conference. The deadline for submissions is February 21, 2012. 

 
CONFERENCE OVERVIEW 

 
The aim of the conference is to showcase the most current research within the disciplines and allow 
participants to identify points of intersection across disciplines.  To encourage discussion and cross-fertilization 
of ideas, the size of the conference is deliberately kept small.   Highlights include: 
 

 a keynote address from a leading academic thinker and  

 a panel discussion with executives from leading companies 

 presentation of current research 

 roundtable discussion and development of new research ideas 

 

http://www.tacoma.uw.edu/


  

 

 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

 
Scholars from multiple disciplines are invited to submit research papers or proposals to the conference.  
Both theoretical and empirical research is welcomed.  Submissions are invited for two types of sessions: 
 
Research Paper Presentations: This format supports formal presentation of a fully developed manuscript 
based on original theoretical or empirical research.  Research papers should be approximately 25 pages 
in length.  Research paper presentations will be grouped into sessions of 3-4 paper presentations 
followed by guided discussion with the audience.  
 
Research Briefs: This format supports abbreviated presentation of research that is in development.  
Research briefs should be submitted in the form of a 2000 word (approximately 8-page) abstract that 
frames the inquiry and outlines the theory or methods used to investigate it.  Research briefs will be 
presented orally in a roundtable format and accompanied by small group discussion. 
 
Information for Contributors 

 Papers submitted should not have been accepted for publication in a journal or at another 
conference.  

 All papers submitted will be double-blind reviewed by at least two reviewers.    

 For each paper submitted, the author(s) agree to provide blind peer reviews for two papers 
submitted to the conference.    

 By submitting a paper, the author(s) certify their intent for at least one author to attend the 
conference and present the paper if it is accepted.  

 Authors will be notified of their paper’s status by April 2, 2012 

 Authors of accepted research papers and briefs will be invited to submit updated manuscripts 
by July 2, 2012. 

 Electronic proceedings of the conference will be published.  Authors may elect to opt out of the 
proceedings if inclusion would create a conflict with publishing in another outlet.   

 Further details regarding the conference and the call for papers are provided online at 
http://www.tacoma.uw.edu/clsr/conference-2012 

 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 21, 2012 
 
Submission Guidelines 

 Follow the length guidelines above for each submission type.  Please use standard 1 inch (2.5 
cm) margins and 11 or 12 point font. 

 Please number all pages of the manuscript beginning with the title page. 

 Include all authors’ names, affiliations and contact information on the title page (page 1). 

 On the second page of the manuscript include an abstract of no more than 250 words. Provide a 
list of up to five keywords that describe the main themes and topics of your paper.  

 Papers should be submitted in MS Word format to the Center at clsr@uw.edu by February 21, 
2012. 
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